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Local Deaf Artist Commissioned
by The Canadian Hearing Society:
Port Perry resident, Enza Iovio, creates 30 one-of-a-kind
plaster sculptures.
Toronto, ON: On Saturday, June 24 in Toronto, the annual general meeting of The Canadian
Hearing Society (CHS) included more than just the financial results of the previous year.
Following the meeting, thirty one-of-a-kind plaster cast statues, created by local Port Perry Deaf
artist, Enza Iovio, were presented to a group of key staff, volunteers and Board members for their
contribution to the organization.
CHS President and CEO, Kelly Duffin, commissioned the pieces. “We were looking for an artist
that could create a piece that would embody CHS – something distinct and uniquely ours. Enza
was the perfect choice.”
Iovio worked with Duffin to come up with the concept for the sculptures. The results were 30 lifesize raised hands with the first two fingers crossed. In both American Sign Language and English,
crossed fingers mean both “hope” and “friendship.” The work involved casting her arm and hand
in plaster 30 times then finishing each piece in copper and mounting it on a rock. The statues are
limited in number, but each is a unique piece of art, and no cast was used more than once.
Born in Hamilton, ON and a graduate of Gallaudet University and Western Maryland College for
Studio Arts and Deaf Education, Iovio has exhibited her work in both the United States and
Canada, including a current installation at the new Deaf Culture Centre in the Distillery District in
Toronto.
The Canadian Hearing Society has been dedicated to eradicating communication barriers for
people who are deaf, deafened and hard of hearing since 1940. It is the largest agency of its kind
in Canada, employing approximately 440 people who deliver 17 programs, from employment
counselling to interpreting services through 28 regional and area offices.
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