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CHS Presents a #1 National Bestseller
Toronto – On September 23 at 6 pm, The Canadian Hearing Society (CHS) presents an evening with Frances Itani as she reads selections from her acclaimed novel, Deafening. The event will be held at the historic Gladstone Hotel at 1214 Queen St. W. Once a railway hotel, the Gladstone makes an ideal setting for the reading, as much of the action in the novel takes place in a railway hotel from the same era.

The fun-filled evening features a Snack ‘n Sign, where guests will enjoy hors d’oeuvres and learn a little sign language, followed by the book reading. Proceeds from the evening support CHS’s programs and services to deaf, deafened and hard of hearing people and their families.

Described as an excellent read where humour and pathos walk hand in hand, Deafening takes place at the onset of World War 1 and tells the story of Grania, whose family, including her grandmother, emigrated from Ireland and lives in a rambling hotel in Deseronto, Ontario. Grania is deaf and at the age of nine, she is sent to the Ontario School for the Deaf in Belleville (now the Sir James Whitney School for the Deaf) to be educated in both spoken and sign language. Deafening is based in part on the author’s own grandmother who was deaf. 

Deafening has enjoyed international recognition, including the 2004 Commonwealth Prize for Best Book. 

CHS wishes to thank its generous sponsors: McAuslan Brewing, Hannah’s Kitchen, Papamios, Loblaws and Harper Collins.
For more information and to purchase tickets in support of CHS and its programs, order online at http://www.chs.ca, through email at giving@chs.ca, by phone at 416-928-2500, ext. 361 or by TTY at 416-964-0023 at ext. 361.
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